The Convention
· Held at Independence Hall (The Pennsylvania State House)
· Philadelphia Pennsylvania

· September 1786 the Annapolis convention calls for the AOC to addressed

· May 14th, 1787 delegates arrive in Philly to start working

· September 16th, 1789 the Constitution Convention is closed
The Delegates

· Must be “new blood” from the Revolution

· Must be of modest means, if a rich delegate is sent a poor one is to accompany

· Should be younger at the start of their adult life 

· Should be of high standing and moral fiber and perfectionist mentality

· Must be honest and able to keep all business secrets in the highest of classifications
The Leaders 
· They are called “The Framers” because they helped build/frame the Constitution

· Ben Franklin:  The “brains” of the convention, the delegates check with Ben on most items

· George Washington:  The president of the convention, he is to keep law and order and progress

· George Mason:  The father of the Bill of Rights

· James Madison:  The “creator” or writer of the Constitution

· Alexander Hamilton:  The “banker”, he will set a frame of economics for how America’s money will look, work, be collected, be used.

· John Jay:  The “negotiator”, how America would deal with foreign nations and treaties
The Plans (VA, NJ, CT, 3/5th)

1. The Virginia Plan 

a. Two houses of Congress (1 for the elite rich, 1 for the modest rich)

b. Representation in Congress based on your state population

c. Create a strong national government

d. Get rid of the AOC and write a new Constitution

e. Larger states favored this plan

2. The New Jersey Plan

a. One house of Congress (1 for the rich)

b. Representation in Congress based on equal vote, 1 state 2 votes

c. Fix the AOC and do not create a Constitution

d. Create a strong State level government (governors would rule all)

e. Smaller states favored this plan

3. VA and NJ both wanted:

a. Change in the current government

b. Written legal system

c. Congress could regulate trade

d. Congress could raise taxes as needed and use the funds as needed

4. The Connecticut Plan

a. Also known as “The Great Compromise”

b. 2 houses of Congress (Bicameral), 1 for the needs of the states (Senate) and 1 for the needs of the citizens (House of Representatives)

c. The Senate will have equal representation by allowing each state to have 2 senators regardless of their population (2 votes)

d. The House of Representatives will be based on population regardless of state size

5. The 3/5th’s Compromise

a. The issue of slavery almost broke the new Congress apart.  
b. Southern States relied heavy on agriculture and had very large slave populations, the southern states are also very large in size and were angry that the Senate will give an equal voice to small states (like Massachusetts, New Jersey, Rhode Island, etc…) if the can count slaves as votes they will win all battles in the House and half in the Senate.

c. Northern States that did not rely heavily on agriculture and were going through a religious rebirth demanded that slaves not be counted as people unless they were given their emancipation.  They were unhappy that the House was based on population and know that if the slaves are counted they will lose all battles in the House and half in the Senate
d. Both sides begin to fiercely fight with each other and both decide to end all negotiations and abandon the idea that the 13 separate states should ever form 1 nation.  At the end a compromise is agreed to where 3/5th’s of every slave will be counted as only 1 voting person.  The south gets the votes they need in the House to be competitive, the north gets the agreement that shortly after 1800 all southern states will stop buying slaves from Africa thus ending slavery in America.  
The Preamble

· Franklin knows that what they are doing in Philadelphia is treason.  He also knows that the average American is angry with the government, already rebelling against the government and would become outraged if they knew that the convention was going on after they just fought and died in the Revolution against a tyrannical government that oppressed them through taxes and lies.
· Franklin orders the meetings held in complete secrecy with major (of the day) security measures taken, Washington agrees to lend soldiers to the convention to protect the proceedings.

· Franklin comes up with a list of 6 reasons why the Framers must commit treason and overthrow the Articles of Confederation:  

· In order to form a more perfect union

· To establish justice

· To insure domestic tranquility

· To provide for the common defense

· To promote the general welfare

· To secure the blessings of liberty for themselves and their posterity (children)

The 7 Principles of the Constitution
1. Popular Sovereignty:  Rule is derived from the people not the nobility or wealthy

2. Republicanism: The people elect the representatives not title or wealth or blood line
3. Federalism:  division of power between the national and state governments

4. Separation of Powers:  divide the government among 3 separate branches so that one can never become more powerful than the other

5. Checks and Balances:  each branch of government can limit the power of the other branches in prevent an abuse of power

6. Limited Government:  groups or individuals cannot bypass the law to serve their own interests

7. Individual Rights:  the people have the right to peacefully ask the government to change a problem or law not the other way around
The Layout of the Constitution
· Section I:  The Preamble (why are we doing this)

· Section II:  The Articles (rules for government)

· Section III:  The Amendments (rules for citizens)
The Articles

· Article I:  Rules and Expectations of the Executive Branch

· Article II:  Rules and Expectations of the Legislative Branch

· Article III:  Rules and Expectations of the Judicial Branch

· Article IV:  Relations between the States

· Article V:  Amending the Constitution (how to change the law)

· Articles VI: National Debt, Oath of Office, Constitution is the Highest Law

· Articles VII:  Ratifying the Constitution (how to become a US State)
The Amendments
(welcome to the rest of our unit)

