Unit 4:  Government

The Creation of the American Government
Prerequisite Knowledge:  
· Students should be able to summarize the events that led to the American Revolution, outcomes of the war, and from 7th grade a firm understanding of the Principals of Government by Montesquieu and Locke
	Essential Questions:   

· What was the central motivation of the framers in creating a limited government?

·  How did geography impact the development of the American system of government?

· What different influences and ideas did the various framers propose as the new system of government was being contemplated?
· What protections did the framers put into the Constitution to ensure it would protect the rights of the individual and prevent a consolidation of power?
· How did the variety of economies in the colonies hinder the development of a unified nation?
Language Objectives:
· Students will be able to formulate and write various descriptions of economic, political and social phenomena of the world and their impact on civilization, societies and regions.



Learning and Clarifying Objectives:
· H.2.3 Summarize the role of debate, compromise, and negotiation during significant periods in the history of North Carolina and the United States. 

· C&G.1.1 Summarize democratic ideals expressed in local, state, and national government (e.g. limited government, popular sovereignty, separation of powers, republicanism, federalism and individual rights). 

· C&G.1.3 Analyze differing viewpoints on the scope and power of state and national governments (e.g. Federalists and anti-Federalists, education, immigration and healthcare). 
· C&G.1.4 Analyze access to democratic rights and freedoms among various groups in North Carolina and the United States (e.g. enslaved people, women, wage earners, landless farmers, American Indians, African Americans and other ethnic groups). 
· E.1.1 Explain how conflict, cooperation, and competition influenced periods of economic growth and decline
Major Topics:

· Federalists vs. Anti-Federalists
· Locke and Montesquieu’s theories on government

· The Bill of Rights

· The Constitutional Convention

· Death of the Articles of Confederation

